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down without compunction. A large part also of
the French infantry either perished on the field, or
were drowned in trying to cross the flooded Eure.
Mayenne, careful only to secure his own escape,
caused the bridge at Ivry to be broken down as soon
as he had crossed, but the King passed the river at
another place, and hunted him as far as the gates of
Mantes.

The victory was complete. The army of the
League was annihilated ; of 4,000 horse, 1,500 were
dead or prisoners. The infantry had disappeared,
the standard of Mayenne, black lilies on a white
field, and the red cornet of the Count of Egmont,
were among the King's trophies.

The unexpected and complete rout of their army
caused such alarm and confusion among the partisans
of the League at Paris that it was generally believed
that if the King had ridden straight on to the gates
of the Capital he would have met with no resistance.
He himself wished to make the attempt, but, with
the noteworthy exception of La Noue, the most
authoritative voices in his Council were loud against
such rashness. Continuous rains had made the
roads impassable. The treasury was empty and the
most necessary supplies not to be obtained. The
soldiers had exhausted their ammunition. Specious
reasons, but few of the King's advisers wished his
triumph to be speedy and complete. Least of all,
Marshal Biron, whose opinion had the greatest
weight in military matters. Even among the Prot-
estants, some like the Dukes of Thouars and Bouil-
lon thought they had more to hope from the